A proposed SI unit for number I believe that a dimensionless unit for number (unit) would be valuable, fill a gap, simplify the expression of very large and very small numbers, and in pathology have particular use for particle counts. I propose the "quant", a name which suggests its use and is linguistically neutral, and the symbol "q", following the convention that only units named after a scientist use Here, we report the measurement of urea and ammonium concentrations in gastric juice in 63 children (mean age 9-4 + 2-3 years, range 5 to 14 years) with Hpylori associated gastritis. The control group comprised 24 children in the same age range with H pylori infection. Hpylori infection was diagnosed by the rapid urease test, histological examination following staining with Giemsa and serological analysis for the detection of specific IgG antibodies (Roche, Switzerland).3 Urea and ammonium concentrations in gastric juice and blood serum were measured using a manual diacetylmonoxime method (Lachema, Brno, Czechoslovakia) and a modified Keller4 method, respectively. Gastric juice pH was also measured. Children with bile reflux were excluded from this study to reduce the possibility of false positive results.5 Statistical analysis was performed using the parametric Student's t test.
The results of our study are summarised in the table. The results showed significant differences between the urea and ammonium concentrations in gastric juice ofchildren with and without H pylori infection (p<0-0 1). 
